Average total return and average stock price of the
S&P 500 by S&P Common Stock Ranking
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S&P 500 Index Description:

The S&P 500 Index measures the performance of 500 stocks that are considered to be widely held by Standard & Poors, a
division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., and comprises approximately three-quarters of the total capitalization of companies
publicly traded in the United States. The S&P 500 index is weighted by market value and its performance is thought to be
representative of the stock market as a whole. It is reported that over 70% of all U.S. equity funds are tracked by the S&P 500.
The index selects its companies based upon their market size, liquidity, and sector. Most of the companies in the index are mid
cap or large corporations. This index is composed of 400 industrial, 20 transportation, 40 utility, and 40 financial companies. Many
experts consider the S&P 500 one of the most important benchmarks available to judge overall U.S. market performance.
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